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American families offer to share homes with
Central American asylum seekers

A Honduran man sings the Honduran national anthem in front of the border wall at Playas de Tijuana on April 29, 2018. Photo by: Alejandro
Tamayo/San Diego Union Tribune/TNS

SAN DIEGO, California — A mattress takes up almost half of the guest room in Blair Overstreet's

apartment. The San Diego woman and her husband, Matt Dunn, still needed to empty out a chest

of drawers. 

Still, the couple said they felt ready to have a guest. They might have one of about 200 people from

Central America who are traveling by caravan on their way to the U.S.-Mexico border in San

Ysidro. 

The travelers hope to stay in the U.S. However, they are drawing the anger of President Donald

Trump and others who want to limit immigration. They began applying for asylum on Tuesday,

May 1. Asylum is offered to people who would be in danger if they were sent back to their home

countries.

Opening their home to a stranger from another country made sense to Overstreet and Dunn.

By Los Angeles Times, adapted by Newsela staff on 05.04.18
Word Count 865
Level 870L



This article is available at 5 reading levels at https://newsela.com.

The couple and others like them are taking a stand. The nation seems sharply divided on who

should be allowed to live in the United States and what it means to be American.

Americans Are Debating Immigration Rules

The Central American caravan is the latest part of a heated immigration debate. In California,

state leaders approved laws to protect people who are in the country without the right papers.

However, a push against it quickly followed.

"The willingness of these people to house these immigrants reflects that there is a division" over

immigration rules, said Louis DeSipio. He is a professor at the University of California, Irvine.

Many of the asylum seekers planned to make their claims to the U.S. at the border crossing in

Tijuana. They launched their journey weeks ago from southern Mexico.

"We Offer A Counter Message"

Heather Cronk is co-director of Showing Up for Racial Justice, a national group that is organizing

help for those in the caravan. She said about 75 people have expressed interest in housing at least

one asylum seeker. Some are from cities in California and New York. Others are from country

areas in Montana and North Dakota.

Cronk said it is more than supporting those who need a place to go. "We offer a counter message.

We want to make very clear to the folks who are in the caravan and those across the country that

Trump's voice is not the only voice in this country. Where Trump closes doors, we open them."

It's not clear how many homes will be needed. 

Erika Pinheiro is a lawyer who is helping the caravan. She said many in the immigrant group will

seek asylum but probably won't be allowed out immediately into the U.S.

The Asylum Seekers Will Need Shelter

Many of the asylum seekers will likely be held in detention after an interview with an asylum

officer. A detention center is where immigrants stay for a period of time. The interview is to

determine whether the person is in danger and is allowed to stay in the country for now. They may

be sent home.

The claims of most asylum seekers are found to be valid. However, applicants often are held while

they wait for a full court hearing. 

Some of the asylum seekers will want to stay with their family members who live in the U.S.

Still, Pinheiro said, it's important to have people open up their homes. Some asylum seekers will

have no place to stay, she said. Many aren't part of the caravan but still need shelter, she said.

Overstreet is a high school teacher and Dunn is an artist and computer programmer. They said

they are happy to provide a safe space for someone needing it. They know it may not happen.

"I'm not tied to the results. It's more that the people in the caravan know that people have

volunteered to give them beds," Overstreet said. She hopes that people in the caravan know that

not all Americans want them to be held in detention. 
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President Trump Wants To Stop The Caravan

The caravan is small compared to earlier waves of immigration. Two years ago, tens of thousands

of Haitians asked for asylum. Yet this caravan has gotten attention from the Trump government's

stern response, DeSipio said.

Immigrants have the right to seek asylum. U.S. and worldwide laws provide for it. However,

Trump has said he would stop caravan members from entering the country. 

Kirstjen Nielsen leads the U.S. Department of Homeland Security. She said that caravan members

"should seek protections in the first safe country they enter, including Mexico." 

The Desautels Family Has Two Extra Beds

In Oakland, California, Alex Desautels, who lives with her two children and husband, decided to

open her home. She saw it as an opportunity to help.

Desautels said she has a second house with two beds. She could offer it to a family of four, she

said.

"This is our time to actually show up and really share," she said. 

Recently, her daughter asked her about a sign she saw someone holding at a rally that was on

television.

"Those are people who don't want to see new people coming to this country," she told her. "And we

are not those people. We welcome those who are in need."
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Quiz

1 Read the statements below.

1. A caravan of people from Central America wants to stay in the United States.
2. People in the United States are offering rooms to the people who are traveling from Central

America.
3. A lawyer named Erika Pinheiro is helping the caravan of people coming from Central

America.
4. Another caravan of people came to the United States two years ago from Haiti.

Which two statements are MAIN ideas of the article?

(A) 1 and 2

(B) 2 and 3

(C) 3 and 4

(D) 4 and 1

2 Read the third paragraph from the article.

The travelers hope to stay in the U.S. However, they are drawing the anger of President Donald
Trump and others who want to limit immigration. They began applying for asylum on Tuesday,
May 1. Asylum is offered to people who would be in danger if they were sent back to their home
countries.

Which sentence from the paragraph explains why the travelers from Central America want to stay in the U.S.?

(A) The travelers hope to stay in the U.S.

(B) However, they are drawing the anger of President Donald Trump and others who want to limit
immigration.

(C) They began applying for asylum on Tuesday, May 1.

(D) Asylum is offered to people who would be in danger if they were sent back to their home countries.

3 Read the section "We Offer A Counter Message."

Which sentence from the section BEST explains why some Americans want to help the people in the caravan seeking asylum in
the U.S.?

(A) Heather Cronk is co-director of Showing Up for Racial Justice, a national group that is organizing help
for those in the caravan.

(B) She said about 75 people have expressed interest in housing at least one asylum seeker.

(C) "We want to make very clear to the folks who are in the caravan and those across the country that
Trump's voice is not the only voice in this country."

(D) She said many in the immigrant group will seek asylum but probably won't be allowed out immediately
into the U.S.

4 If the author had to edit to shorten the article, which sentence would be the MOST important to keep?

(A) A mattress takes up almost half of the guest room in Blair Overstreet's apartment.

(B) Two years ago, tens of thousands of Haitians asked for asylum.

(C) However, Trump has said he would stop caravan members from entering the country.

(D) Recently, her daughter asked her about a sign she saw someone holding at a rally that was on
television.
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