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Britain's decision to leave European Union is
felt around the world

Demonstrators opposing Britain's exit from the European Union hold a protest in Parliament Square in London, England, on Saturday, June
25, 2016, following Friday's EU referendum result. AP Photo/Tim Ireland

LONDON, England — Britain voted to leave the European Union (EU) Friday after a campaign

that divided the nation. The outcome toppled its prime minister, sent stock markets lower around

the world and shattered the unity of the EU. The group of 28 European countries was created half

a century ago to prevent World War III.

The decision starts a long process to come up with new trade, business and political links between

the United Kingdom and what would become a 27-nation bloc of countries. No major country has

ever left the EU before, and the separation could take decades to complete.

"The dawn is breaking on an independent United Kingdom," said Nigel Farage. He is the leader of

the UK Independence Party, which wanted to leave the EU. "Let June 23 go down in our history as

our independence day!"

Prime Minister David Cameron, who had led the campaign to keep Britain in the EU, said he

would resign by October. He said the next prime minister could decide when to leave the

By Associated Press, adapted by Newsela staff on 06.27.16
Word Count 783
Level 1050L



This article is available at 5 reading levels at https://newsela.com.

European Union.

Referendum Spurs Huge Turnout

In the election Thursday, "leave" won with 52 percent of the votes. The election was marked by

extremely high turnout, with 72 percent of the more than 46 million registered voters casting

ballots.

Former London Mayor Boris Johnson was the most prominent "leave" campaigner and now

becomes a leading contender to replace Cameron as prime minister. He tried to calm people's

fears. Taking a somber tone unusual for him, he described the EU as a noble idea that was no

longer right for Britain. He said the result of the election in no way means the United Kingdom

will be "less united" or "less European."

Even as he spoke, Scotland's First Minister Nicola Sturgeon said a second Scottish vote on

independence from the United Kingdom is now "highly likely." Scotland voted in 2014 to remain a

part of the UK. That decision was seen by many as depending on the UK remaining in the EU.

The EU was born from the ashes of World War II. With its creation, European leaders sought to

build connections between countries and avoid war.

EU Leader Remains Upbeat

Leaders from across the EU voiced regret at the British decision. The president of the European

Council, Donald Tusk, vowed the vote would not harm the EU.

"What doesn't kill you makes you stronger," he said.

But already, some conservative leaders in France and the Netherlands were calling for anti-EU

votes.

The vote, also called a referendum, showed Britain to be sharply divided: Strong pro-EU votes in

London and Scotland were balanced by strong feelings for an exit across the rest of England.

At a train station in southwest London, Jonathan Campbell James declared that the vote means

that democracy has evolved in the UK. "We've had a slow evolution of democracy, and this vote

has vindicated the maturity and depth of the democracy in our country."

Others expressed anger and frustration. Olivia Sangster-Bullers, age 24, called the result

"absolutely disgusting."

"Good luck to all of us, I say, especially those trying to build a future with our children," she said.

"Victory For Ordinary People"

The vote was a rebellion against the political, economic and social mainstream. Farage called the

result "a victory for ordinary people against the big banks, big business and big politics."

American presidential candidate Donald Trump praised the decision, saying Britons "took back

their country. It's a great thing." He said people in the United States and the United Kingdom are

angry about similar things.

"People are angry all over the world," he said.
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"Leave" Supporters Oppose The Flood Of Immigrants

The "leave" campaign accuses immigrants from the EU of harming Britain's housing market,

public services like health care, and jobs.

Those concerns were magnified by the refugee crisis of the past year. More than 1 million people

from the Middle East and Africa flooded into the EU. "Leave" supporters said the immigrants were

costing the UK too much money and taking people's jobs.

Britain and the EU also will have to search for a way to separate economies that have become

intertwined since the UK joined in 1973. Until those talks are completed, Britain will remain a

member of the EU. There is no road map for how the process will work, and breaking up will be

hard to do. The negotiations will include border security, relations between countries and even

fishing rules.

Leaving the EU will also threaten London's position as one of the world's most important business

centers. The UK hosts more headquarters of companies from outside the EU than Germany,

France, Switzerland and the Netherlands put together.


